[Spasm of the coronary arteries in acute myocardial infarct].
Emergency coronarography was performed in 36 patients with myocardial infarction. Spasms of the coronary artery supplying the area of the infarction were observed in some cases. The fact that the vessel was demonstrated along its entire length after 0.5 mg of nitroglycerine was placed under the tongue confirmed the existence of the spasm. In most patients with acute myocardial infarction the vessel supplying the area of the affected muscle has the appearance of a stump, i.e. its peripheral segments are not demonstrated. At the same time, in some patients, who died some time after the examination, anatomical study of the heart showed that these segments of the vessel were not occluded. Such an angiographic picture may also be explained by the spasm of the coronary arteries. The angiographic pattern of the coronary channel in patients with acute myocardial infarction suggests that coronarolytics and spasmolytics injected both intravenously and into the coronary vessel in coronarography may be used still more extensively.